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“Journalists are the guarantors of a society’s free will. Put an end to the pressure and human rights violations targeting journalists, and remove the obstacles to the public’s right to information!”









       







                                                                    



NOTE: The data included in this report has been compiled from information, documents, and reports obtained from the Mesopotamia Agency, JINNEWS, Bianet, Evrensel, MLSA Turkey, expressioninterrupted.com, ifade.org.tr @engelliweb, freewebturkey.com, and various national and local newspapers.
-Data may vary. The figures obtained from our association’s research represent the minimum number; the actual numbers may be higher. 
-The “number of detained journalists” listed in the report does not necessarily mean that these journalists are currently in prison; they may have been detained and subsequently released. 
	




	ASSESSMENT



JUNE 2026 REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AGAINST JOURNALISTS

In the month of June, journalists faced multifaceted human rights violations targeting freedom of expression and press freedom. Throughout the month, journalists were subjected to detention, arrest, investigations, and trials, as well as physical attacks, threats, obstruction of news coverage, and various interventions targeting their professional activities. Press and media organizations, meanwhile, came under pressure through administrative sanctions, fines imposed by the Radio and Television Supreme Council (RTÜK), and digital censorship measures. All these violations revealed that journalistic activities continued to be systematically restricted in June and that the crackdown on press freedom persisted.
At least 10 journalists were detained in June, while 4 were arrested. The arrests that took place during the month once again demonstrated that journalistic activities and freedom of expression continue to be suppressed through judicial processes. Yıldız Tar, Editor-in-Chief of KAOS GL, known for her work in the LGBTI+ field, was detained and subsequently arrested following a police raid on her home. Evrensel reporter Doğa Başkan, meanwhile, was arrested at the courthouse where she had gone to give a statement regarding a news story that was published in error and quickly removed from the website.
June was a period marked by intense political and social developments in Turkey. Events commemorating the anniversary of the Gezi Resistance, political debates surrounding the CHP, and the actions of teachers on hunger strike were among the prominent topics throughout the month. Journalists working to report these developments to the public were subjected to verbal and physical attacks, detentions, and targeting while covering the news.
During a police intervention targeting democratic mass organizations that had gathered to commemorate Ethem Sarısülük, who lost his life during the Gezi Resistance, Mezopotamya Agency (MA) reporter Sema Bingöl was beaten and detained. Bingöl was later singled out, along with her family, by the media outlets Akit and Ensonhaber. In these publications, the 15 protests and events Bingöl covered in 2026 were presented as a “criminal record,” despite being part of her journalistic activities. This situation once again demonstrated that journalism in Turkey is being criminalized by shadowy special war units. 
Over the course of the month, one journalist was physically assaulted, while two media outlets were targeted. At least three journalists were singled out through various publications and statements. In addition, one journalist was threatened, and four journalists were prevented by security forces from covering news stories.
The judicial system also continued to serve as a key tool for exerting pressure on journalists. During the month, investigations were launched against 9 journalists, and lawsuits were filed against 2 journalists. As a result of the trials, 2 journalists were sentenced to a total of 7 years and 6 months in prison. As of the end of June, the trials of 36 journalists were ongoing in 22 separate cases, and as of July 3, 2026, at least 28 journalists were being held in Turkish prisons.
Violations of journalists’ economic and professional rights also continued. In June, one journalist was fired, one journalist’s press card was revoked, and 19 journalists faced accreditation barriers. These practices continued to pose serious obstacles to journalists’ ability to freely practice their profession.
Administrative sanctions against press and media organizations also continued unabated. The Radio and Television Supreme Council (RTÜK) issued sanctions against nine separate broadcasts. In this context, seven media organizations were fined, while administrative sanctions were imposed on two others.
Censorship practices in the digital sphere also continued intensively in June. Twenty websites were blocked or shut down, access to 43 news articles was restricted, and access restrictions were imposed on 126 social media posts. Thus, not only were journalists’ rights to work seriously violated, but the public’s right to receive news and access information was also severely infringed upon.
The data for June 2026 reveals that the crackdown on journalists is not limited to detentions and arrests; it is being carried out in a multidimensional manner through judicial proceedings, economic sanctions, censorship, and digital access restrictions. The emerging picture shows that the regression in the areas of press and freedom of expression continues, and that journalistic activities are being systematically subjected to pressure.
In June, the press community also suffered a significant loss. Journalist Bayram Balcı, who had been undergoing cancer treatment for nearly seven years, passed away on June 22. Balcı, who dedicated 35 years of his life to the struggle for a free press, participated in numerous actions and events in support of press and freedom of expression; he was detained multiple times and subjected to threats due to his professional activities. We remember Bayram Balcı with respect and fondness for the struggle he waged without compromising on journalistic principles.
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	JUNE 2026 REPORT ON RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AGAINST JOURNALISTS: STATISTICAL DATA



1-) VIOLATIONS TARGETING JOURNALISTS’ RIGHT TO LIFE AND SAFETY

	Journalists Who Were Attacked 
	Journalist
	1

	
	Media Outlet 
	2

	Journalists Targeted
	3

	Journalists Whose Homes Were Raided
	1

	Journalists Detained
	10

	Journalists Arrested
	4

	Journalists Subjected to Ill-Treatment
	-

	Journalists Who Were Threatened
	1

	Journalists Whose Reporting Was Blocked
	4

	Violations Against Journalists in Prisons
	-



2-) VIOLATIONS OF FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION AGAINST JOURNALISTS

	Journalists Under Investigation
	9

	Journalists Against Whom Lawsuits Were Filed
	2

	Journalists Who Were Punished
	Number of People
	2

	
	Prison Sentence
	7 years, 6 months

	
	Fines
	-

	Journalists Whose Trials Are Ongoing
	Number of Cases
	22

	
	Number of Individuals
	36

	Number of Journalists in Custody (as of July 3, 2026)
	28



3-) VIOLATIONS OF JOURNALISTS’ ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS

	Journalists Who Have Been Dismissed
	1

	Journalists Whose Press Cards Were Revoked
	1

	Accreditation
	19



4-) RESTRICTIONS AND CENSORSHIP TARGETING PRESS AND MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS

	RTÜK Fines
	Number of Broadcasts
	9

	
	Number of Penalties
	Fines
	1% for 7 channels, administrative penalties for 2 channels 



5-) ACCESS BLOCK ON INTERNET AND DIGITAL MEDIA PLATFORMS

	Closed Websites
	20

	News Articles Subject to Access Restrictions
	43

	Social Media Content Subject to Access Restrictions
	126




	JUNE 2026
REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AGAINST JOURNALISTS
DETAILED DATA




1-) VIOLATIONS OF JOURNALISTS’ RIGHT TO LIFE AND SAFETY

01Haziran 2026 - Police attacked democratic mass organizations that had gathered to commemorate Ethem Sarısülük, who was killed during the Gezi Resistance, and beat and detained Mezopotamya Agency (MA) reporter Sema Bingöl. Sema Bingöl was released the following day after undergoing police procedures and a medical examination.

June 1, 2026 - Yelis Ayaz, Editor-in-Chief of Aydınpost, was released following an investigation into the case

June 6, 2026 - In Izmir, an attempted attack was made on the office of İz Gazete, a representative of the local press, outside of business hours. Editor-in-Chief Ümit Kartal stated that the door had been forced open with cutting tools.

June 6, 2026 - NûJINHA reported that, as a result of a cyberattack targeting the agency, numerous news stories published in its Persian, Arabic, and English services were deleted; its technical infrastructure was targeted; and, consequently, its publishing operations were forced to suspend for a period of time. It was reported that the group claiming responsibility for the attack, in messages published later, asserted that cyberattacks against the agency would continue and maintained their threats by claiming to possess the agency’s location data.

June 8, 2026 – MA reporter Sema Bingöl and her family members, who were detained and later released in Ankara, were singled out as targets by Akit and Ensonhaber. The 15 protests and events Sema Bingöl covered in 2026 were listed as “criminal records.”

June 9, 2026 – Cafer Mahiroğlu, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Halk TV, targeted the channel in a post on his social media account, citing a statement made by Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, the appointed Chairman of the CHP, at the CHP headquarters: “There are owners of certain television stations whose owners are based in London and do not dare to come to Turkey. Just as delegates are bought and sold for money, television channels should not be bought and sold for money either. I will put a stop to that, I will put a stop to that,” thereby targeting the channel.

June 9, 2026 – In Çorum, the district chairman of the ruling party intercepted Elvan Yılmaz, the publisher of the Rota Çorum News Site who had written about allegations of his removal from office, and verbally attacked and threatened him, saying, “Why are you reporting against me? If I’m removed from office, do you think I’ll let you walk the streets?”

June 11, 2026 - At the CHP Headquarters, Hüseyin Doğan, an advisor to Party Spokesperson Müslim Sarı under appointed Party Leader Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, targeted journalist Yıldız Yazıcıoğlu, saying, “Of course you’re taking the yellow envelope; that’s why you’re asking such questions.”

June 13, 2026 — A march by women from the Ankara Women’s Platform, who had gathered at Kolej Square to protest the 12th Judicial Package and intended to march toward Kızılay, was blocked by police. Police also attacked journalists attempting to cover the event.

June 15, 2026 – Journalist Hüseyin Bozkurt was attacked by a group of about 20 people over a news story about a boat that had veered out of control and drifted in the Halfeti district of Urfa. The group first attacked the reporter’s vehicle with sticks, then pursued him and opened fire on his car.

June 15, 2026 - Songül Yücel, Editor-in-Chief of Önsöz Magazine, was taken into custody following a raid on her home in Istanbul on June 15.

June 17, 2026 - As part of an investigation into the *Marxist Theory* journal, arrest warrants were issued for four individuals, including Tülin Gür, Managing Editor of *Atılım* newspaper, and Hüseyin Dağdeviren, Managing Editor of *Marxist Theory* journal. As part of an investigation conducted by the Istanbul Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office on the allegation of “providing financial support to an organization,” Nadiye Gürbüz, the detained editor of ETHA, also gave a statement to the prosecutor’s office via SEGBIS from the Bakırköy Women’s Closed Prison.

June 17, 2026 — Members of the Platform of Teachers Victimized by Interviews and the Private Sector Teachers’ Union, who were continuing their protests in Ankara, were prevented from filming by police during an attack while attempting to make a press statement in front of the Çankaya Gate of the Parliament.

June 18, 2026 - Songül Yücel, Editor-in-Chief of Önsöz Magazine, was arrested.

June 19, 2026 - When journalist Rengin Azizoğlu attempted to enter the Grand National Assembly of Turkey last week to cover the CHP Group Meeting, police confiscated a canvas bag belonging to the Dicle Fırat Journalists’ Association that bore the Kurdish phrase “Çapemenîya Azad Civaka Azad” (Free Press, Free Society) was confiscated by police. Following discussions, Azizoğlu was informed that she could not enter the Assembly with the bag in question.

June 21, 2026 – Journalists Yusuf Çelik and Doğa Tekneci, who were covering an event held in Istanbul as part of the Pride March, were taken into custody. Those detained were released after undergoing medical examinations. 

June 21, 2026—During a police intervention in a march planned for the seventh day of a hunger strike in Ankara by teachers who were unable to secure teaching positions due to interviews and are now working in the private sector, journalists covering the protest were also affected by pepper spray.

June 21, 2026 - Yıldız Tar, Editor-in-Chief of KAOS GL, was detained during home raids in Ankara.

June 25, 2026 - Doğa Baskan, a reporter for the Evrensel newspaper, was arrested on charges of “publicly disseminating misleading information” in connection with a news story that had been removed from the evrensel.net website.

June 25, 2026 – Yıldız Tar, Editor-in-Chief of KAOS GL, who was taken into custody on the morning of June 23, was arrested by the court.

June 25, 2026 - A detention order was issued against Ali Çağatay, a Radio Sputnik host, on charges of “publicly disseminating misleading information” and “insulting state institutions and organs” for a social media post he made regarding the incident involving Erhan Karaal, Deputy General Manager of İBB Kültür A.Ş., who was abducted from in front of his home last week and subjected to torture.

June 26, 2026 - Journalist Ali Çağatay, who posted on his social media account regarding the abduction of Erhan Karaal, Deputy General Manager of İBB Kültür A.Ş., was arrested.

June 27, 2026 - Doğa Baskan, a reporter for the Evrensel newspaper who had been arrested the previous day on charges of “disseminating misleading information to the public” based on a story that had not been published, was released from Sincan Women’s Closed Prison.

June 28, 2026 - During an attack on the 24th Istanbul LGBT+ Pride March in Kadıköy, Istanbul, at least 30 people, including journalist Müberra Ünsal, were detained.


2-) VIOLATIONS OF FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION TARGETING JOURNALISTS

June 2, 2026 - The fourth hearing in the case against journalist Ercüment Akdeniz—who was arrested as part of the HDK investigation and released eight months later—on charges of “membership in an organization” (TCK 314) was held at the Istanbul 26th High Criminal Court. The court ruled to acquit Akdeniz.

June 3, 2026 – The second hearing in the trial of Cihan Berk, a Dersim correspondent for the Pir News Agency (PİRHA) who was arrested on December 19, 2025, and is being tried on charges of “membership in an organization,” was held at the Tunceli 1st High Criminal Court. The court sentenced Cihan Berk to 6 years and 3 months in prison on charges of “membership in an organization.” The court ordered his release, subject to a travel ban preventing him from leaving the country.

June 3, 2026 — The third hearing in the trial of 20 individuals, including journalist Fatoş Erdoğan, who posted on social media about the events that began with a police intervention following the appointment of Gürsel Tekin as a trustee to the CHP Istanbul Provincial Headquarters in September 2025, on charges of “publicly inciting others to commit a crime” (TCK 214). The third hearing of the case took place on June 3, 2026, at the Istanbul 9th Criminal Court of First Instance. The court ruled to lift the travel ban—a form of judicial control—imposed on the defendants. The judge ordered that defendants whose statements had not yet been taken be present at the next hearing and rejected requests to separate the case regarding those defendants. The judge, who lifted the defendants’ obligation to attend the hearing, adjourned the next hearing to October 21.
 
June 4, 2026 — Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, who was appointed CHP Chairman by court order, filed a criminal complaint against BirGün columnist Timur Soykan. Soykan, who shared a brief note regarding a meeting Kılıçdaroğlu had with a mayor 5–6 months ago, stated that Kılıçdaroğlu had asked this individual to act as a witness in the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality (İBB) case, in which Ekrem İmamoğlu is also on trial.

June 4, 2026 - Ebubekir Şahin, former RTÜK Chairman and current CEO of Türk Telekom, filed a 100,000 TL damages lawsuit on June 4 at the Ankara 18th Civil Court of First Instance against the BirGün newspaper, BirGün Board Chairman İbrahim Aydın, and BirGün reporter İsmail Arı.

June 5, 2026—The first hearing in the trial of 53 people—including bianet editor Evrim Gündüz and journalists Nur Kaya and Yusuf Çelik—who were detained during the Istanbul Pride March took place at the Istanbul 51st Criminal Court of First Instance. The court adjourned the hearing until December 4, 2026, to hear the testimony of two defendants whose defenses had not yet been heard and to gather information regarding the ban order. During the hearing, lawyers requested that the riot police present in the courtroom be removed, but the court did not issue an interim ruling on this matter. The trial was adjourned until December 4.

June 5, 2026 – BirGün newspaper reporter İsmail Arı appeared before the judge on the 75th day of his detention. The hearing, originally scheduled to take place at the Ankara 2nd Criminal Court of First Instance, was held in the courtroom of the 15th High Criminal Court due to the large crowd. At the first hearing of the case filed against him on charges of “publicly disseminating misleading information” and “breach of confidentiality,” the court ordered Arı’s release. The next hearing in the case is scheduled for October 9 at 2:00 p.m.

June 5, 2026 — The first hearing in the “defamation” case filed by Mustafa Doğan İnal against journalist Ayça Onuralmış over a news story published in Kısa Dalga took place at the Istanbul Anatolia 29th Criminal Court of First Instance. The court acquitted the journalist at the first hearing. (The exact date of this case could not be confirmed)

June 9, 2026 – The final hearing in the case filed against Mezopotamya Agency (MA) correspondents Esra Solin Dal and Mehmet Aslan, as well as journalist Erdoğan Alayumat, on charges of “being a member of an organization,” was held at the 25th High Criminal Court of the Istanbul Courthouse in Çağlayan. After hearing the statements, the court panel announced its decision, acquitting Esra Solin Dal and Mehmet Aslan. Erdoğan Alayumat, however, was sentenced to 1 year and 3 months in prison on charges of “making organization propaganda.” The court decided to defer the announcement of the verdict regarding Erdoğan Alayumat.

June 11, 2026 — The seventh hearing in the retrial of journalist Mehmet Şahin, who is facing charges of “being a member of an organization” due to his participation in meetings and press conferences, his interviews with news sources, and the TV programs he produced, was held at the 5th Heavy Penal Court in Diyarbakır. Şahin and his attorney, Tamur, requested additional time to prepare their defense against the prosecution’s closing argument. The court granted the request and adjourned the hearing until September 8.  

June 11, 2026 — The third hearing in the case against Nefes newspaper reporter Nisanur Yıldırım, who was charged with “insulting a public official” (TCK 125) based on a complaint filed by Culture and Tourism Minister Mehmet Nuri Ersoy regarding her article titled “Minister’s Company Wins $150 Million Lottery Jackpot.” The court ruled that the elements of the crime of “insulting a public official” were not present and acquitted Nisanur Yıldırım.

June 12, 2026 — Citing the broadcast on Halk TV of an interview with expert witness Satılmış Büyükcanayakın—whose name was disclosed by Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Mayor Ekrem İmamoğlu during a press conference on January 27, 2025—journalists Barış Pehlivan, Suat Toktaş, Seda Selek, Kürşad Oğuz, and Serhan Asker—on the grounds that “recorded conversations were published through the press or media” and “recording private conversations between individuals” (TCK 133/3-2)—took place on June 12, 2026, at the Istanbul 54th Criminal Court of First Instance. The court decided to forward the case file to the trial prosecutor and ruled that, should the prosecutor’s opinion on the merits be submitted between sessions, it must also be served on the defendants and their defense attorneys so they could present their defenses against both the opinion and the merits of the case. The trial was adjourned until November 20, 2026.

June 13, 2026 – An investigation was launched against Halk TV reporter Umut Taştan, who was covering the protest by Özşen Mining workers, following an interview he conducted underground with miners on hunger strike.

June 15, 2026 - The first hearing in the case—which includes journalist Ceylan Şahinli among the defendants—was held at the Suruç 4th Criminal Court of First Instance in the Suruç district of Urfa. The case was brought on the grounds that the defendants had held a memorial service in Suruç for journalists Cihan Bilgin and Nazım Daştan, who were murdered on December 19 while covering news at the Tişrîn Dam in Northern and Eastern Syria. Following the statements, the court panel adjourned the hearing until October 21 to address deficiencies in the case file. 

June 16, 2026 — The 11th hearing in the trial of journalist Abdurrahman Gök, who is facing charges of “being a member of an organization” and “spreading propaganda for an organization” based on his professional activities and the statements of informant Ümit Akbıyık, was held at the Diyarbakır 5th High Criminal Court. The court decided to await the outcome of case No. 2024/5456 before the 3rd Criminal Chamber of the Court of Appeals and adjourned the hearing until September 22. 

June 16, 2026 - The third hearing in the trial against JINNEWS News Director Öznur Değer and former Yeni Yaşam Newspaper Editor-in-Chief Osman Akın—which was initiated due to a news report regarding allegations of torture during a raid on a house in the rural Marînê neighborhood of Nusaybin district, Mardin, on July 16, 2024—was held at the Mardin 2nd High Criminal Court. After hearing the defenses, the court panel announced its interim decision, ruling that missing evidence in the case file must be gathered and postponing the next hearing to October 6.

June 16, 2026 — The second hearing in the trial of journalist Timur Soykan, who is facing charges of “publicly disseminating misleading information” and “publicly inciting others to commit a crime” due to his social media posts, was held at the Istanbul 32nd Criminal Court of First Instance. The prosecutor requested that Soykan be sentenced to up to a total of 9 years and 6 months in prison for the charges of “publicly inciting others to commit a crime” and “publicly disseminating misleading information to the public.” Upon request, the court lifted the judicial control measure—a travel ban preventing Soykan from leaving the country—and adjourned the hearing until July 10 at 10:30 a.m.

June 16, 2026 – The chemical company “TSM Brands” filed a 1 million TL lawsuit for moral damages against journalists Murat Ağırel, Barış Pehlivan, Timur Soykan, Barış Terkoğlu, and Şule Aydın, alleging that statements made about the company during an Onlar TV broadcast “violated their personal rights.” At the first hearing, the court accepted the objection to jurisdiction raised by the defendants’ attorney, Özge Naz Akkaya, and ruled to dismiss the case on procedural grounds. The court ordered that the case file be transferred to the Anatolia On-Call Civil Court of First Instance if requested.

June 17, 2026 – The first hearing in the trial of journalist Yusuf Çelik, who is charged with “aiding an organization” (TCK 314/3), was held on June 17, 2026, at the Tunceli 1st High Criminal Court . Çelik participated in the hearing via SEGBIS. The trial was adjourned until October 21, 2026. 

June 18, 2026 – The 22nd hearing in the case of journalist Abdullah Kaya was held at the Ağrı 2nd High Criminal Court. Kaya, who was detained for a period of time and later released on the grounds that he had reported on the Mount Ağrı Festival on September 3, 2014, had his hearing today adjourned until October 6.

June 18, 2026 – The indictment was finalized in the case against Cumhuriyet columnist Barış Terkoğlu, who is accused of insulting former Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu. The prosecution requested that Terkoğlu be sentenced to up to 2 years and 4 months in prison for the crime of “insulting a public official in connection with their duties.” The first hearing will be held in Ankara on September 28.

June 18, 2026 — The first hearing in the trial of Etkin News Agency (ETHA) reporter Müslüm Koyun, who is being tried on charges of “membership in a terrorist organization,” was held at the Istanbul 22nd High Criminal Court. The court ruled to extend the detention of Koyun, who was arrested as part of an operation targeting the Socialist Party of the Oppressed (ESP) on February 3. The trial was postponed until July 16.

June 21, 2026 – Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, who was appointed as the CHP’s Chairman by court order, filed a criminal complaint against journalist Şaban Sevinç on charges of “publicly disseminating misleading information,” “insult,” and “slander,” and also filed a civil suit for damages.

June 23, 2026 – Following a complaint by Constitutional Court member İrfan Fidan, the final hearing in the case against journalist Furkan Karabay and Faruk Eren, the then-editor-in-chief of Gerçek Gündem, on charges of “insulting a public official”—based on a news report from four years prior—was held at the Ankara 54th Criminal Court of First Instance. The court ruled to dismiss the case on the grounds that the statute of limitations for filing a lawsuit, as stipulated in the Press Law, had expired. The court noted that the right to appeal the decision remains open.

June 23, 2026 – The final hearing in the retrial of Hakkari-based journalist İskender Kahraman, who was charged with “organization propaganda” (TMK 7/2), was held on June 23, 2026, in Ankara. The court acquitted Kahraman. 

June 24, 2026 - The third hearing in the case of journalist Yıldız Tar, Editor-in-Chief of KaosGL.org, and writer İbrahim Halit Elçi—who are on trial on charges of “membership in an organization” (TCK 314/2) as part of an investigation targeting the Peoples’ Democratic Congress (HDK)—was held on June 24, 2026, at the Ankara 17th High Criminal Court. The court ruled to continue the judicial control measures and the ban on leaving the country. The court panel ordered that, should the prosecution submit its opinion on the merits of the case, it be served to the defendants and their attorneys, and adjourned the case until November 24, 2026.

June 25, 2026 — The fourth hearing in the case regarding the armed attack carried out on August 13, 2025, against the İzmir bureau of Evrensel Newspaper was held at the 42nd İzmir Criminal Court of First Instance. The court ruled that defendant İsa Can Biler, who failed to appear at the hearings, be brought before the court by force at the next session and adjourned the case until September 14.

June 25, 2026 — The second hearing in the case against 19 people—including 8 children—who were arrested on the grounds that they participated in the Rojava protests during the same period as Ajansa Welat (AW) reporter Nedim Oruç—who was detained on January 14 in the Cizre district of Şırnak while covering news and released at the first hearing on April 24—and 19 others, including 8 children, who were arrested during the same period on charges of participating in the Rojava protests, was held at the Şırnak 1st High Criminal Court. The court decided to refer the case file to the prosecution for a final opinion (indicating that it requested the public prosecutor to prepare and submit his final opinion). The next hearing was postponed to September 26. 

June 25, 2026 — The Midyat 1st Criminal Court of First Instance issued an arrest warrant for JINNEWS News Director Öznur Değer on the grounds that she was required to give a statement. Öznur Değer, against whom the arrest warrant was issued, was released after giving her statement, accompanied by her attorney, at the 23rd Criminal Court of First Instance in Istanbul’s Çağlayan Courthouse. 

June 26, 2026 - The final hearing in the case regarding the assault on journalist Evren Demirdaş in Elazığ, which resulted in a broken nose, was held at the Elazığ 6th Criminal Court of First Instance. The court sentenced the main defendant, who was on trial for intentional assault, to 10 months and 25 days in prison with mitigating circumstances. The other defendants were sentenced to fines and placed on probation.

June 26, 2026 - An investigation was launched against journalists Selman Çiçek and Hülya Baytur on the grounds that they subscribed to Demokratik Modernite. 

3-) VIOLATIONS OF JOURNALISTS’ ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS

June 4, 2026 - The Turkish Grand National Assembly’s Planning and Budget Committee approved a draft bill on amendments to certain laws, which also includes regulations targeting the press. The legislation contains changes affecting newspapers, magazines, and online news sites. The qualifications that online news sites—whether currently publishing official announcements and advertisements or in a waiting period—must meet are defined at the legislative level. Accordingly, the conditions that online news sites must meet—including the number of news stories, content, staff, readership, minimum duration of operation, and other relevant criteria—will be determined by the General Assembly of the Press Advertising Authority. Under the bill, online news sites will also be subject to the provisions of the Press Advertising Authority Law that regulate the obligations of newspapers and magazines.

June 9, 2026 – The Ministry of Treasury and Finance executed a seizure order at journalist Aziz Oruç’s home. The Ministry of Treasury and Finance carried out the seizure against journalist Aziz Oruç. A local court, which dismissed the compensation lawsuit filed against him following his acquittal in a case where he had been held in prison for 17 and a half months, ordered Aziz Oruç to pay the court costs. In accordance with this decision, Oruç’s bank accounts were seized and frozen. Subsequently, the Ministry of Treasury and Finance’s attorney requested that the court seize household items as part of the enforcement proceedings. The court, which had initially rejected the request, this time granted it.

June 16, 2026 – TRT announced that commentator Murat Ekrem Çimen, who mixed up the teams and misidentified the players during the Iran-New Zealand match in Group G broadcast at 4:00 a.m. this morning as part of the World Cup, has been removed from the World Cup broadcast team.  

June 18, 2026 - The Communications Directorate revoked the press card of BirGün reporter İsmail Arı on the grounds of a “criminal record.”

4-) RESTRICTIONS AND CENSORSHIP TARGETING PRESS AND MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS

June 11, 2026 -  The Radio and Television Supreme Council (RTÜK) imposed a 1% administrative fine on SZC TV on the grounds of “obstructing the free formation of public opinion,” following comments made by CHP Chairman Özgür Özel regarding Justice Minister Akın Gürlek during an interview aired on the channel.

June 11, 2026 -  RTÜK decided to impose a 1% administrative fine on Halk TV on the grounds that the “principle of truth and accuracy” was violated due to comments made by İbrahim Kahveci and İsmail Saymaz regarding possible election scenarios on the “Para Siyaset” program.

June 11, 2026 -  Following complaints regarding discussions about a DNA test to determine a child’s paternity on the “Esra Erol’da” program aired on ATV, RTÜK imposed a 1% administrative fine on the channel, citing that the broadcast was of a nature that “could harm the physical, mental, or moral development of children and young people.”

June 11, 2026 -  RTÜK decided to impose a 1 percent administrative fine under the same provisions on the programs “Didem Arslan Yılmaz’la Vazgeçme,” aired on SHOW TV, and “Nur Viral ile Sen İstersen,” aired on STAR TV.

June 11, 2026 -  RTÜK imposed a 1% administrative fine on the series “Halef: The Call of the Roots,” broadcast on NOW TV, due to violent content.

June 11, 2026 -  RTÜK imposed a 1% administrative fine on the series “Daha 17,” broadcast on Kanal D, due to content that could be harmful to the development of children and young people.

June 24, 2026 -  Sertaç Eş, Ankara Representative of Cumhuriyet, and Ankara correspondents Batu Bozkürk and Deniz Zeyrek, who applied for accreditation for the NATO 2026 Leaders’ Summit to be held in Ankara on July 7–8, Duygu Güvenç, Medyascope Editor Senem Görür Yücel, Aydınlık Newspaper Ankara News Director Aykut Diş, and Ulusal Kanal Ankara Representative Adnan Türkkan, İpek Özbey from Sözcü TV, as well as journalists and media organizations including Medyascope, Halk TV, Sözcü, BirGün, Evrensel, ANKA News Agency, Nefes Newspaper, İlke TV, Ulusal Kanal, NOW TV, Cumhuriyet, and Yetkinreport—had their accreditation applications rejected.

June 25, 2026 –  RTÜK imposed administrative fines on Halk TV and KOZA TV for violating a court-imposed broadcast ban related to allegations against a private care center for the elderly and people with disabilities in Batman.

June 2026 – Throughout June, courts across Turkey imposed broadcast bans 11 times regarding various news stories. (Note: Data sourced from RTÜK)

5-) ACCESS BLOCK ON INTERNET AND DIGITAL MEDIA PLATFORMS

June 1, 2026 – Journalist Canan Coşkun’s “Visa Empire” series, which addressed allegations regarding VFS Global’s operations in Turkey, Gateway Management, and the alleged connections between Halis Ali Çakmak and former Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu (34 news articles and social media posts) was blocked by a June 1, 2026, decision (No. 2026/5576) of the Istanbul 9th Criminal Court of Peace on the grounds of protecting national security and public order.

June 2, 2026 — The X account of the Cumhuriyet newspaper was blocked by order of the Elazığ 2nd Criminal Court of Peace. The decision cited “the protection of national security and public order” as the grounds.

June 2, 2026 - Short Wave’s news report and social media posts regarding the blocking of journalist Canan Coşkun’s “Visa Empire” series—which addressed VFS Global’s operations in Turkey, Gateway Management, and alleged connections between Halis Ali Çakmak and former Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu—were also blocked by the Istanbul 5th Criminal Court of Peace’s decision dated June 2, 2026, and numbered 2026/4503, citing the need to protect national security and public order.

June 3, 2026 — Journalist Canan Coşkun’s Bianet and Medyaradar news articles, as well as her social media posts, regarding the “Visa Empire” series and the access restrictions imposed on it, were blocked this time by a decision dated June 3, 2026, and numbered 2026/4994, issued by the Istanbul 7th Criminal Court of Peace, on the grounds of protecting national security and public order.

June 12, 2026 — HeeSay, Taimi, SCRUFF, Jack’d, Surge, ROMEO, BEARWW, Shuggr, Daddyhunt, Gabile, Heaven, Spicy, KuirSpace, and HIM—have been blocked from access pursuant to the decision dated June 12, 2026, and numbered 2026/5293, issued by the Istanbul 5th Criminal Court of Peace. Under the same ruling, the domain names of these platforms, their apps on the Apple App Store and Google Play, as well as their profiles on X and Instagram, were also blocked. X made the accounts in question invisible from Turkey.

June 17, 2026 — Change.org, a global campaign platform that enables the launch and support of petition campaigns, was blocked by a decision of the Kula Criminal Court of Peace dated June 17, 2026, and numbered 2026/337.

June 18, 2026 - The website (natoyahayir.tkh.org.tr), was blocked by a decision of the Amasya Criminal Court of Peace dated June 18, 2026, and numbered 2026/2600, on the grounds of protecting national security and public order.

June 18, 2026 — The website of the “NATO Get Out” Campaign Platform, natodefol.com, was blocked by a decision of the Bolu 1st Criminal Court of Peace dated June 18, 2026, and numbered 2026/2835, on the grounds of protecting national security and public order.

June 19, 2026 - The Human Rights Association’s X account (@ihdgenelmerkez) was blocked under Article 8/A of Law No. 5651 on the grounds of protecting national security and public order. The account has not yet been made invisible in Turkey by X.

June 19, 2026 - Following a complaint by the Information and Communication Technologies Authority (BTK), the X accounts of Aslı Alpar, Editor-in-Chief of http://muzir.org, were blocked from access in Turkey today.

June 19, 2026 - Following a complaint by the Information and Communication Technologies Authority (BTK), the X accounts of numerous (57 accounts) LGBTI+ and women’s organizations were blocked under Article 8/A of Law No. 5651 on the grounds of national security and public order. The accounts have been made invisible in Turkey by X.

June 20, 2026 - soL Haber’s article titled “Ankara Residents’ NATO Uprising: What Are We, Cockroaches?”—which covered reactions on social media regarding preparations for the NATO Summit in Ankara—was blocked under Article 8/A of Law No. 5651 on the grounds of protecting national security and public order.

June 21, 2026 - Fırat News Agency’s X account and Nujin Media’s Instagram account were blocked at the request of the Information and Communications Technologies Authority (BTK).

June 21, 2026 - The X account (@KaosGL) of KaosGL.org, the online newspaper of the Kaos GL Association, was blocked by a decision dated June 21, 2025, and numbered 2025/7155, issued by the Istanbul 9th Criminal Court of Peace, on the grounds of protecting national security and public order. The account was made invisible from Turkey by X.

June 24, 2026 - Journalist Diren Yurtsever’s X account was blocked by X at the request of the Information and Communications Technologies Authority (BTK).

June 24, 2026 – News reports by Cumhuriyet and Sözcü regarding Aydiz Catering Gıda—which was listed by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry for counterfeiting and adulteration after horse and donkey meat was detected in its meals, and which was revealed to have secured a multi-million lira food service contract from the Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality—were blocked on the grounds of protecting national security and public order.

June 24, 2026 - The website imzaver.com, created by the Turkish Youth Union to demand the cancellation of the NATO Summit to be held in Ankara, was blocked by order of the Bolu 2nd Criminal Court of Peace, dated June 24, 2026, and numbered 2026/2715, on the grounds of protecting national security and public order.

June 24, 2026 - LyngSat (lyngsat.com), an online satellite database providing technical information on satellites, frequencies, channel lists, and broadcast parameters worldwide, was blocked by a decision dated June 24, 2026, and numbered 2026/148401, issued by the Intellectual and Industrial Property Rights Investigation Bureau of the Ankara Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office.

June 25, 2026 - The website of the “NATO Defol” Campaign Platform, natodefol.com, was blocked by a decision dated June 18, 2026, and numbered 2026/2835, issued by the Bolu 1st Criminal Court of Peace, on the grounds of protecting national security and public order. The campaign platform’s X account (@natodefol_com) was also blocked on the grounds of protecting national security and public order and was made invisible in Turkey by X.

June 26, 2026 – Numerous X accounts associated with publishing, media, educational, and association activities linked to Halis Bayancuk and the Tevhid circle, as well as the websites of Tevhid Lessons and Tevhid Magazine, were blocked on the grounds of national security and public order. (16 accounts)

June 26, 2026 - Three news articles published in Sözcü regarding public tenders awarded to Met-Gün Construction and Metin Güneş, the Arslan Apartment building—which allegedly collapsed during metro construction—and the partnership structure in the vehicle inspection station tender at were blocked on the grounds of protecting national security and public order.

June 26, 2026 — X posts featuring clips from comedian Deniz Göktaş’s stand-up show were blocked from access under Article 8/A of Law No. 5651 on the grounds of protecting national security and public order, and were made invisible in Turkey by X.

June 26, 2026 - The KaosGL.org domain name, Facebook page, and X and Instagram accounts were blocked pursuant to the decision dated June 26, 2025, and numbered 2025/3910, issued by the Istanbul 12th Criminal Court of Peace, on the grounds of protecting national security and public order. The X platform made the account @KaosGLorg invisible from Turkey.

June 27, 2026 - Numerous X accounts were blocked and made invisible from Turkey by X on the grounds of protecting national security and public order. Among those blocked are detained journalist Yıldız Tar, physician Larin Kayataş, human rights defender Besna Tosun, academic Umut Tümay Arslan, journalists Yusuf Çelik, Göksu Başaran, Nisan Çıra, and Zilan Azad, editor Oğulcan Özgenç, poet/activist Arzu Bulut, translator/researcher Gülkan ‘Noir’ Ahıska, independent filmmaker Güliz Sağlam, the Susma Platform, and numerous LGBTI+ and women’s organizations and groups. (22 accounts)

June 28, 2026 — The Susma Platform’s X account was blocked. A notification from X stated that access to the account was blocked in accordance with Article 8/A of Law No. 5651, but no information was provided regarding the rationale for the decision.

June 30, 2026 - KaosGL.org’s Instagram account (@kaosglhaber) was blocked on the grounds of protecting national security and public order and was made invisible from Turkey by Instagram. 
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